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vance then by our own troops would have scattered them
like chaff, and we would Lave captured all their stores ;
but General Buell determined to wait the coming up of
fifty-two thousand meu. This required ten days, and then
it was useless to push forward to this place, as the rebels
were gone with all their supplies, leaving all the turnpike
and railroad bridges a wreck behind them. Now we are
compelled to halt and rebuild these railroad bridges before
it will be possible for us to move into Alabama.

This is a hard life, with very little in the present or
future to make it endurable. Still, we must do our duty
and fight it out. .

Blessed word, home ! Would that I too could fix a time
for my return to the bosom of my family once more !
Alas ! the day is far distant, I fear, and should it ever
come there will be many sighs and tears mingled with our
rejoicings.

At Murfreesboro the Louisville and Nashville rail-
road crosses Stone River. The ground between the
heights on either bank of the river is low, involving
considerable trestle-work. This work, making three
different bridges, in all some twelve hundred feet
long, had been destroyed by General Johnston on his
retreat towards Decatur. It became the task of
General Mitchel to rebuild it, as the railroad was his
natural means of supply.

He at once put Captain Yates and bis two com-
panies of Michigan mechanics and engineers at work,
detailing such men as were skilled in this kind of
construction from among the other troops of the
division to assist them. The building of this bridge
so well illustrates Mitchel's energy and rapidity, that
an account given by himself to one of his friends
is entered here in full.. General Mitchel kept the
superintendence of the work in his own-hands. He great disorder.     An  ad-
